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IN THIS ISSUE:

FEATURED CIGAR

XIKAR HC SERIES HABANO COLORADO
TASTING REPORT: BELICOSO

NICARAGUA = PRICE: $9.25 = BODY: FULL POINTS
For a full tasting, see page two

VERTICAL BRAND TASTINGS:

= Xikar HC Series Habano Colorado [page 2]

= La Riqueza Cabinet Selection [page 2]

BEST CIGARS THIS ISSUE

CURRENT RELEASES:

Xikar HC Series Habano Col. Belicoso Nicaragua 92

= Bolivar Corona Gigante [page 3]

= H. Upmann Majestic [page 3] Xikar HC Series Habano Col. Robusto Nicaragua 92
"""""""""""""""""" Xikar HC Series Habano Col. Churchill ~ Nicaragua 91
CIGAR NEWS:

= SCHIP Tax Update; Some Companies Absorb La Riqueza Cabinet Selection No. 2 Nicaragua 90

Taxtncreuze; Hold Line onPrices [page 4] Xikar HC Series Habano Col. Lonsdale ~ Nicaragua 90
= Colibri Lighters: Back in Business [page 5]

Bolivar Corona Gigante Cuba 89

= Partagas Smoking “Cave” Giveaway [page 5]

= Free Cigars on June 12 [page 6]
= Box-Pressed C.A.O. Mx2 [page 6]

BREAKING NEWS: Nevada Smoke Ban Eased
By State Senate Last Night [page 7]

oy

= Milder Version of Alec Bradley Tempus [page 7]

®
= First Camacho With Connecticut Wrap [page 7]

= Earthquake Hits Honduran Port [page 8]
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!ETASTING REPORT

NEW RELEASE—VERTICAL BRAND TASTING
Country: Nicaragua

Maker: Segovia Cigar Factory
Distributor: Xikar Inc.

Filler: Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras

Binder: Nicaragua

Wrapper: Nicaragua
Release Date: May 2009

BELICOSO

92 POINTS = 6" x 54 = $9.25 = HUMIDOR SELECTION

A dark, oily, gorgeous cigar that shows its strength from
the first puff. It is a peppery, leathery smoke with a black
cherry note on the finish.

Body: Full

ROBUSTO

92 POINTS = 5" x 50 = $8.25 = HUMIDOR SELECTION
Wrapped in a perfectly colored, dark, oily cover leaf, this
cigar is very woody and cedary with lots of coffee flavors
on the finish. Full bodied and balanced.

Body: Full

CHURCHILL

91 POINTS = 7" x 48 » $8.75 = HUMIDOR SELECTION

The dark wrapper of this cigar gleams with oils. It burns
and draws evenly, loading the palate with heavy coffee
bean notes, nutty flavors and a cedary, spicy finish.
Body: Medium to Full

LONSDALE

90 POINTS = 6" x 46 = $8.50

Dark and oily with a pigtail cap, this cigar draws and
burns well. Full-bodied notes of coffee and toast come
through on the palate before a slightly nutty finish.
Body: Full
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TORO

88 POINTS = 61/2" x 52 = $8.75

This toro is covered in an abundantly oily wrapper. It
burns and draws well, offering woody, leathery flavors,
with pepper and anise before an oily-tasting finish.
Body: Medium

PETIT CORONA

86 POINTS = 41/2" x 44 = $7.75

A darkly hued cigar with a poorly applied cap. The
little cigar draws and burns well, delivering some
strong spice and walnut notes, but the finish is charry.
Body: Full

BRAND SUMMARY: When cigar accessories company Xikar Inc.
decided to discontinue the Defiance by Xikar cigar line, Xikar
HC Series took its place. The letters HC refer to Xikar’s Havana
Collection of cutters, lighters and cigar cases, and the band art,
which shows a decoupage of classic cigar lithography, also adorns
the accessory line. Made by Jesus Fuego in Nestor Plasencia’s fac-
tories, the Xikar HC Series is offered in three varieties, but we
tested the Habano Colorado line, which is the strongest. This was

an impressive tasting with two cigars scoring 92 points.
Average Rating: 89.8 points

100 scate

95-100: Classic = 90-94: Outstanding = 80-89: Very good to excellent = 70-79: Average to good commercial quality

Below 70: Don't waste your money = N/A: Not Available Nate: Prices are manufacturers’ suggested retail, before taxes.
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